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PRESS RELEASE 


MUSEUM AND INSTITUTE OF ART 
WILLIAM KLEIN 


TO JOINTLY PRESENT FILMS BY 


Cinema Outsider: The Films of William Klein," a ten-program retrospective of 
movies by noted American painter, photographer, filmmaker, and expatriate William 
Klein, will be shown March 1-29 at The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East 
Boulevard, and the Cleveland Institute of Art, 11141 East Boulevard. Five different 
programs of films will be shown at each location (see next page for details), and Klein 
will appear at the Institute on Thursday, March 2. Admission to Museum films is 
free, while those at the Institute cost $4. 

William Klein, who was bom in New York City in 1928 but has lived in Paris 
since the late forties, took up photography in the early fifties. His controversial first 
k°°k’ Li fe Is Good and Good for You in N ew York: Trance Witness Revels (1956), 
contained raw, violent, chaotic, exciting pictures of his native city that "had a profound 
effect on the medium" ( Contemporary Photographers) . Since he began making films in 

1958, Klein has completed 24 films, not one of which is currently in distribution in the 
United States. 

This groundbreaking retrospective for the first time gives Klein his due as a film 
director. Of the 13 films in the exhibition, four are fictional features, seven are 
documentaries, and two are short graphic experiments. Many reflect Klein’s left-wing 
counterculture bent. The eternal outsider, he documents the lives of other outsiders- 

Eldridge Cleaver, Muhammad Ali-and is quick to criticize the policies and politics of 
the U.S. and France. 

W ho Are You, Pplly Maggoo? (1965-66), the opening film, plays at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 1 , at the Museum. This satire of the fashion industry, Vogue (for 
which Klein worked for ten years), French intellectuals, foreign films, and the sixties 
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"pop explosion" won the Prix Jean Vigo at the Cannes Film Festival but was never 
released in the U.S. Sami Frey, Delphine Seyrig, and Philippe Noiret star. Mr. 
F reedom (1967-68), his second feature and first in color, is a political satire shot in a 
pop, comic strip style, about an American superhero fighting to make the world safe for 
democracy. It plays at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 2, at the Institute, with Klein 
present. 

The series was organized by the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, with additional 
support from the American Center, Paris, and French Cultural Services, Chicago. 


Admission to Museum films is free; films at the Institute cost $4. 

Wednesday, March 1 at 8 p.m. at Museum: 

Who Are You. Polly Maggoo?. France, 1965-66. Subtitles. 

Thursday, March 2 at 7:30 p.m. at Institute: 

Mr- Freedom, France, 1967-68. William Klein in person. 

Saturday, March 4 at 9:45 p.m. at Institute: 

The Model Couple . France, 1975-76. Subtitles. 

Wednesday, March 8 at 8 p.m. at Museum: 

Slow Motion . France, 1984. 

Hollywood. California: A Loser’s Opera. W. Germany, 1977. 

Wednesday, March 15 at 7:45 p.m. at Museum: 

Festival Panafricain de la Culture. Algeria, 1969. 

Friday, March 17 at 7:30 p.m. at Institute: 

Far from Vietnam (segment), France, 1967. 

Eldridge Cleaver. Black Panther. Algeria, 1970. 

Saturday, March 18 at 9:55 p.m. at Institute: 

The Little Richard Storv . W. Germany, 1980. 

Wednesday, March 22 at 7:45 p.m. at Museum: 

Muhammad Ali the Greatest. France/USA, 1964-65/1977. 

Friday, March 24 at 9:40 p.m. at Institute: 

Broadway by Light. France, 1958. 

Mode in France. France, 1985. Subtitles. 


Wednesday, March 29 at 7:45 p.m. at Muse um : 
The French. France, 1981. 
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